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“I have to know how everything works. Science is
the unknown. When working with the unknown,
you have to find stuffout. [ think thats the magic

ofit.”

LIND& HODGES )
Forerris dotument examiner

on ‘i she has always been mterested in saience

Reading
between
thelines

Love of science and
attention to detail
make Hodges feel at
home as forensic

document examiner

By Christie Barfow
¢ harka @indapendsmHnibe ng, com

Most people don't pay much
witemiion 1o the junk ¢-makl that
shows ap in their inbox

Bt it a pood thing thal Linda
F[l\.-\.lj:l.'-: did

Ag a child Hodpes spent her
lime taking deor handlez apart
and irying Lo paat them back 1o-
gether. She wanled o fipure out
how they worked.

I hvave Lo Knowe how every
thing woeks,” Hodges said, "Sci.
e g Ihe unlnown, when work
ing witl the unkneyn you v
Lo T smiEdd cmk, § ihink theat s e
magic of "

Ak TE back a2 she Can femem
ber, elne ke alwaye loved mienee

She received her degree in
olectronics amd wae woerking az a
Web s designer and news et
Sl befofe £he recelved a ¢a-
reet changing e-mail.

O of ihe bloe, she g an «
mail abxom becoming a forensic
docnment examiner with a phone
number Lo call for moge infor

malion

She called, and
soimrled like & fif (o her

Hoxlpes enrolled in the Hand
writing Service Imeinational
two-yea apprendicechip program
im 20046 and has been working
cver #inee. The program teache:
hiew Lo analyze handwyiting amd
recognize characlerictice foaper
ies, Hodpes said.

Looking & things ke ihe an
gle, size, chape, and flaidity
Heslge ¢an detenmine whelher of
mid 4 signatiane Wi Torgped.

"There are certain ficks that
people have hat nae mateer how
mard they 1y, they don™t go
away,” Hodpes zald, =1 shsdy ihein
handwriting and know thal pea
prhe have contaim quirks”

Dariing the two-vear appren
ticeship, Hodpes is required toore
view hanidwriling camples and
perfoam varlos weis

A bestt would Involve a list of
I different writing samples.

Each pamiicipant woak] write

ihe il
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the same word in two different
ways.

The forensic document exam-
iner has to pick which two sam-
ples match each participant.

They do so by looking for the
small gquirks and tells that people
have in their handwriting,
Hodges said.

“No signature is exactly the
same,” Hodges said. “But there
are quirks. I've written my own
name 25 times and it’s always the
same length; it’s always the same
height.”

Now, six months into her ap-
prenticeship, Hodges has already
started working on cases.

With the help of 15-20 other
forensic document examiners,
Hodges examines wills, marriage
licenses, graffiti, threatening let-
ters, forged checks and any other
document that someone has
signed.

She compares handwriting
samples to an alleged forgery and

determines whether or not the
signature is legitimate.

“The most interesting thing is
looking at the signature and
helping people,” Hodges said.
“Some people just want to know
if you can tell the difference, and
other people need to clear their
name.”

With identity theft becoming
an increasing problem, there is a
need for forensic document ex-
aminers, Hodges said.

Her goal is to become one of
the top examiners in the area.

She wants to testify about im-
portant cases in court, but says
that she deals largely with wills
and forgeries right now.

“It’s exciting,” she said.
“Every case is different, so it’s
not monotonous. It’s a great ca-
reer.”

« Contact Christie Barlow at
chariow @independentiribune.
com or 704-789-9140.
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